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November 30th 
Strike
On November 30th thousands of workers 
in Lincoln took part in the largest indus-
trial action in the UK for many years. LUC 
started the day by visiting pickets to pro-
vide refreshments and show solidarity with 
workers who were out on strike.
The march that left from Tentercroft car 
park and went to the Drill Hall was by far 
the largest anyone could remember; there 
were way too many to fit inside the Drill 
Hall. A group of people left out side decid-
ed to hold their own discussion about what 
to do next. 
Although this didn’t last long everyone 
seemed to agree that things were by no 
means over and more action would be 
needed. Plenty of  people suggesting work 
to rule, which means working only to your 
stated job contract, slowing down any 

work. This is a good idea if it can be organ-
ised, but as someone pointed out it may 
be difficult to do so through a union due to 
anti-uinion laws. However, that is no reason 
to not do it; the unions don’t seem capa-
ble to do anymore than one day strikes at 
most every few months, and though a large 
action can be inspirational for those taking 
part, it is unlikely to be enough to stop the 
governments planned cuts on pensions 
and services.
Wild cat strikes, occupations, work to rule 
and other actions taken outside the offi-
cial union channels, have all been used by 
workers in the UK and else where in recent 
years and are effective because authorities 
were unable to coerce or control them. If 
we are to fight these cuts we need to take 
action independently from the union bu-
reaucracy and the laws that restrict them. 
Remember, if something is effectvie, it is 
probably illegal.

Lincoln Underground 
Collective: 
The Lucky Devils
LUC is a grassroots 
activist group which 
works to promote 
anarchist ideas & 
methods in the Lincoln 
area. Its members hold 
a range of anarchist & 
left-libertarian politi-
cal views, opposing all 
coercive authority & 
working without hierar-
chy. LUC publishes the 
Lucky Devil newsletter 
because we want to tell 
you what is going on 
from our perspective, 
what we do as [anti-]
political activists & give 
a little insight into what 
anarchy & anarchism re-
ally mean. TLD contains 
reports from personal 
experience, commen-
tary on news & current 
affairs, regular columns 
on anarchy-related 
subjects & notifications 
of recent or upcoming 
events in the anarchist 
calendar.
Email: 
TLD-News@riseup.net
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LiNcoLN’S 
empty houSeS
There are 1,200 families on the waiting list 
for housing in Lincoln and yet there are 
1,600 properties empty as of January 2011! 
These properties are in private hands and 
most have sat empty for years, Thatcher 
sold most of them off to people who don’t 
even need them for their purpose; to live in.
Whilst the Tory led government assaults 
the working class and the job cuts roll in 
there appears to be plenty of money for the 
over-budget Olympics and Royal weddings. 
If you’re feeling a little gloomy about this 
don’t despair, the government has appoint-
ed a whopping £52,000 of public money 
for the revamping of FOUR houses. But 
Lincoln’s Councillors won’t let the interest 
of business be forgotten; the money is for 
doing up private rentals. So now landlords 
are getting even more help to make profit 
from over the top rates. Not to mention the 
record most landlords have for accepting 
Housing Benefit: just about non-existent. 

You can only sit and 
wonder how many 
Councillors have got 
fingers in the prop-
erty game...
All across Lincolnshire 
well off councillors 
are putting them-
selves before resi-
dents; a social hous-
ing development 
in Wyberton for 30 
houses was stopped 
dead by the planning 
body and angry residents not wanting their 
view out of the kitchen window ruined. Not 
surprisingly objections came from people 
already with homes like local Councillor 
Richard Austin who has a cosy income from 
his successful business to keep him out of 
the cold. The cultural snobbery in the media 
around council houses and benefits only 
help to reduce the amount and quality of 
social housing availbale.
Lincoln council are about to impliment a 
£100 million city centre regeneration re-
gardless of the massive housing shortages.



nottinghAm’s ‘Atos two’
Two activists, a wheelchair user and a retired paedi-
atric nurse face prosecution for Aggravated Trespass 
on 27th February 2012. The ‘Atos Two’ were charged 
after a peaceful demonstration involving a brief sit-in 
by 20-25 protesters at the Nottingham Atos Medical 
Examination Centre on 30th September 2011. 
Atos is an IT and management consultancy firm. Its 
subsidiary Atos Healthcare makes the assessments 
which decide if sick and disabled people are “fit for 
work” and no longer entitled to benefits. However, 
they take no account of how illness affects peoples’ 
everyday lives - “customers” are given an arbitrary 
and often degrading interview - a box-ticking exer-
cise which has resulted in seriously ill people’s only 
viable income being stripped. The arrests are a deter-
rent; according to one defendant a Nottinghamshire 
Police officer said there had been “too much of this 
sort of thing,” referring to a series of protests by UK 
Uncut and the related Notts Save Our Servives (SOS) 
campaign groups. The ‘Atos Two’ are scapegoats for 
the campaign as a whole. Political policing is a tactic 
which must be resisted at all costs; the corporate state 
seeks to dismantle the few safety nets vulnerable 
people have. 
Messages of support & solidarity can be sent to 
nottsdefence@riseup.net.

Addition: Since this article was written, the case 
against the Atos Two has been dropped. Notts De-
fence Campaign said: “The public pressure mounting 
up even before the trial had started will have made an 
impression, demonstrating the importance of practi-
cal acts of solidarity & the potential of mutual aid & 
support.” This is great news, but the fight against Atos, 
privatisation & the dismantling of vital public services 
goes on. Political policing is a major threat & we must 
be prepared to defend the right to protest.

AnArchy 101: direct Action
A regular series highlighting anarchist aims & methods.
Anarchism is based on the fundamental principles of giv-
ing what you can & taking what you need. Direct action 
is anything which puts these ideas into practice - quite 
simply, doing what needs to be done. DA may be oppos-
ing an oppressive system or institution by confronting it 
- through industrial action like the Sparks’ strike campaign 
against construction companies, or assaulting symbols of 
power like the students’ occupation of Tory HQ Millbank 
Tower on 10th November 2010. On the other hand, DA is 
using our skills & resources for the common good, such 
as Food Not Bombs’ soup kitchens supplying otherwise 
wasted food to homeless people or or squatted buildings 
providing shelter & organising space for radical move-
ments. Anarchism is based on empirical politics - doing 
what works. DA is taking what you need & giving what 
you can. Capitalism can’t cope with that ethos, so that is 
what the resistance must do for genuine liberation to be 
achieved.

Arrested For using skype
On December 22nd student Yidnek Haile was to be 
deported to Ethiopia after he was accused of using Skype. 
The Ethopian government claim he was organising more 
peaceful protests, which the Etheopian Police are consid-
ering a ‘crime’ after finding refuge in Britain.
A sudden campaign by supporters has blocked the 
deportation pending review. Authorities planned on 
deporting him even though he faces a long jail sentence 
for leading protests over student treatment in Ethiopia. He 
found asylum in Britain after being beaten and arrested.
He is currently imprisoned in Lincolnshire’s Morton Hall 
Immigration Removal Centre. IRC’s have a record of inhu-
mane treatment, indefinite sentencing and institutional-

ised racism. 
Noise protests are regularly held by the anarchist group 
No Borders Nottingham in solidarity with prisoners. These 
protests offer them the hope that people on the outisde 
have not forgotten them. 
Check out NoBordersNottingham.org.uk for ‘Speak Out’, 
a newsletter produced by detainees.
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